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BUDDHIST STUDIES
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DWIVEDI (Jyoti)

The Biography of the Buddha: A Critical Examination of the
Archeological Sources.

Supervisors: Prof. I. N. Singh and Prof. Prerna Malhotra

Th 27370

Abstract

There is a general consensus amongst historians that it is almost impossible
to write the historical biography of the Buddha. Firstly, the entire gamut of
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source material is of religious nature. Religious texts do not necessarily worry
too much about history as history is not exactly their goal or requirement.
Secondly, a religious hero being a quintessential example of the good and the
moral, his biography is interspersed with all kinds of mythical details about
his deeds and achievements. The end result of all this is that it is impossible
to untangle the skein of the historical from the mythical. The early Buddhist
texts contain very little information about the birth and youth of Gotama
Buddha. Later biographies developed a dramatic narrative about the life of
the young Gotama as a prince and his existential troubles. They also depict
Gotama’s father Suddhodana as a hereditary monarch of Iksvaku lineage (Pali:
Okkaka). That being said, it is improbable because a number of historians
believe that Suddhodana was only a Sakya aristocrat (khattiya) and that the
Sakya republic was not an inherited monarchy.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Life in the Previous Births 3. Conception and Birth 4. Life
in the Palace 5. Abhiniskramana to Bodhi 6. Bodhi to Nirvana 7. Conclusion.
Appendix and Bibliography.
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JOON (Nitasha)
Biography of the Buddha- A Historical Examination of Various Legends.

Supervisor : Dr. Shalini Singhal
Th 27371

Abstract

Ethical value and addition of Biography always highlight the supernatural
approaches. In the right line, Sidhartha was one of them whose virtue and
personality is leading to us through unfolded times. Sidhartha (means approved
objective), its actual connotation is reflected through Buddhist canonical
literature. The biography of Gautam Buddha proves that his personality is the
need of Vishwa (world). Due to this specific perspective, I reconstructed his
biography through many classical biographies: the enlightenment to this
historic person perpetually proved as the center of light and learning. The
central point is to reveal his highness, for example Lalitavistara, Mahavastu
and Buddha Charita focused on praising his pious personality and highly
ethical character. In that context, I have noted down that if anyone wishes to
learn something and gain something; the first intention should be applied
towards appreciation. Although analytical and critical thinking is required or
renewing the knowledge from time to time, in spite of that, continuous
sustainable functionality is a necessary stable approach; obviously, that comes
through appreciation of the one. Further on, I have concentrated on the way of
realisation; for example, Gautam Buddha denoted for umpteen times that he
could realise in all situations according to time, condition, person and place.
Sometimes, he also showed some probable causes beyond the four dimensions.
As we know that the four types of negations are fixed types of idea and matters.
The classical biography also suggests us, at a specific level, there is no certain
effect of "No" and "Yes". It is simplified that "No" may be both affirmative and
negative. At the parallel, "Yes" may be both affirmative and negative. Pen-
Ultimate, Buddha's life is a source of inspiration. Nowadays, we continuously
seek healing and harmonious happiness. In this case, we should live in the
method of Buddha's preachings, " preaching is not a compelling condition;
preaching is not pressure to be followed " In short, do good and forget. This
research leads to compassion, friendliness, ignorance and pleasant. It is very
famous dialogue, "man is a social animal". The entity of human beings is
required to realise the importance of dependent origination. In advance, it is
discussed as Dwadasnidanchakra in Buddhist philosophy. The research
remains forever.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Constituent sources of the buddha’s biography 3. The
mysterious and enlightened life of the buddha 4. Spiritual birth of gotama
buddha 5. Bodhisattva: the origin through buddhist sources 6. Philosophical

interpretation of pre- historic buddhas. Conclusion and Bibliography.
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LOCHAN (Arhana)
Brahma in Buudhist Southeast Asia: With Special References to Thailand
and Combodia.

Supervisors: Dr. Sushmita
Th 27869

Abstract

This thesis examines the representation and evolution of the Hindu deity
Brahma within the Buddhist traditions and cultural landscapes of Southeast
Asia, with a focus on Thailand and Cambodia. Drawing from historical texts,
art, and architecture, the study investigates how Brahma transitioned from
his origins in Hindu cosmology as a creator deity, to his role in Buddhist
cosmology, particularly within the aforementioned Theravada countries. The
research explores Brahma’s integration into Southeast Asian societies
following the spread of Buddhism from India and highlights the complex
interplay between Indianisation and local agency, revealing how Brahma was
adapted to align with indigenous cultural frameworks. By bridging the gap in
existing scholarship, which often emphasises Brahma’s Hindu origins, this
study sheds light on his syncretic portrayal in Buddhist cosmology and
Southeast Asian culture. It contributes to understanding the dynamic
interactions between Hindu and Buddhist traditions and the localisation of
Indian religious elements in Southeast Asia. Ultimately, this work reveals how
Brahma’s transformation reflects broader processes of cultural exchange,
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adaptation, and continuity in the region’s religious history. Keywords:
Brahma, Phra Phrom, Preah Prohm, Dhamma, Dharma, Cosmology,

brahmaloka, Bayon, Erawan Shrine, folklore.
Contents

1. Introduction 2. Brahma in buddha dhamma 3. Hindu deities in southeast
Asia 4. Brahma in Thailand 5. Brahma in Cambodia 6. Conclusion.
Bibliography.
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NGUDUP (Tsering)

Origin and Development of Buddhist Pilgrimage Sites in Tawang,
Arunachal Pradesh: An Archeological and Literary Study.

Supervisor: Dr. Galdhan Sangai

Th 27372
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Abstract

The doctoral dissertation studied the importance of pilgrims in Buddhism.
The topic is titled “Origin and Development of Buddhist Pilgrimage Sites in
Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh: An Archeological and Literary Study.” The study
highlighted the origin and development of Buddhism in the Mon region and
especially tried to seek out the important names, periods, and sites where the
great Buddhist masters visited and gave discourse in the region. Most of the
pilgrim sites are studied through textual sources as well as oral narratives.
There are many old pilgrim sites related to Guru Padmasambhava in Monyul
with an undated written textual guidebook or without written text. Most of
the pilgrimage sites are still intact, though some sites are affected due to the
construction of motor- roads. And also through the evidence and biographies
of some learned Buddhist practitioners, they suggest and provide comparable
information on the advent of Buddhist temples and monasteries that came
around in the 13th century. Since that period also suggests that the various
sects of Indo-Tibetan Buddhism flourished in Monyul. Those religious centres
and concerned pilgrim sites, are still to be found intact nowadays, where
prominent religious figures were studied by outlining their importance and
their religious significance from the archaeology and literature. As the local
reverences to those sites are immense even today, this study will raise
impetus for ethnohistorical interest in the region. Furthermore, the outcome
of the study should not least be a benefit to the local communities, who will
learn the significance of the pilgrim sites and their cultural history.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. A Brief Note on the Advent and Development of Buddhism
in Tawang District 3. Importance of Pilgrimage and its Aspects 4. A Study on
the History of the Buddhist Pilgrimage Sites in Tawang District 5 Pilgrimage
to the Buddhist Monasteries and Temples in the Region 6. The Way of Pilgrim
Practices in the Region 7. Brief Introduction of Some Important Buddhist
Masters Associated with Pilgrimage Sites in Region 8. Conclusion, Map,
Appendices and Bibliography.

PANWAR (Hema)
A Study of Various Facets and Striking Similarities of Buddhism and
Utilitarianiam.

Supervisor: Dr. Meeta Nath
Th 27373

Abstract

My thesis “A Study of Various Facets and Striking Similarities of Buddhism and
Utilitarianism” delves deeply into the intricate realms encompassing the
notions of happiness and suffering. It rigorously examines these profound
human experiences through the distinct philosophical perspectives of
Buddhism, Utilitarianism, and a little bit of Kant's view. By delving into the
ethical dimensions of happiness and suffering, this thesis aims to uncover their
profound influences on our understanding of human existence and moral
reality. Understanding these philosophical paradigms requires an immersive
exploration of their philosophical roots, historical contexts, and core principles.
Buddhism, rooted in Siddhartha Gautama’s teachings, provides profound
insights into the human experience of suffering. Buddhism, with its profound
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insights and practical directives, provides a comprehensive framework for
navigating life’s complexities, inviting individuals to pursue genuine happiness
and liberation from the cycle of suffering. In stark contrast to Buddhism's,
Utilitarianism is a consequentialist ethical theory propounded by Jeremy
Bentham and later revised by John Stuart Mill. This consequentialist
framework assesses the morality of actions by their contribution to collective
welfare. Kant marks a radical departure in ethical thinking by prioritizing a
deontological approach. This philosophical paradigm reframes the ethical
discourse by shifting the focus from the consequences of actions to the moral
principles that govern these actions. The culmination of this thesis goes beyond
theoretical discourse. It has extensive implications across various domains,
providing invaluable insights for ethical deliberations, psychological studies,
societal governance, and practical applications. In essence, this comparative
study strives to illuminate the multifaceted dimensions of happiness and
suffering within human existence. It aspires to broaden our perspectives,
fostering enriched discussions on the ethical dimensions of these fundamental
concepts and paving the way for a more holistic understanding of human
flourishing and ethical behaviour.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Buddhism and utilitarianism 3. Buddhism on happiness
and suffering 4. Utilitarianism on happiness and suffering 5. Differences and
similarities between buddhism and utilitarianism 6. Kant“s concept of
happiness 7. Conclusion, Endnotes and Bibliography.
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SANGWAN (Amit)
Impact of Buddhism on the North-Eastern Indian Contemporary Society.

Supervisor: Prof. Ranjana Rani Singhal
Th 27374

Abstract

The Thesis is entitled “Impact of Buddhism on the North-Eastern Indian
Contemporary Society.” My work is divided into eight chapters. The first
chapter- “Buddhism in Sikkim and its Impact on Society.” The second chapter—
“Buddhism in Assam and its Impact on Society.” The third chapter — “Buddhism
in Arunachal Pradesh and its Impact on Society.” The fourth chapter
“Buddhism in Meghalaya and its Impact on Society.” The fifth chapter
“Buddhism in Tripura and its Impact on Society.” The sixth chapter -
“Buddhism in Nagaland and its Impact on Society.” The seventh chapter —
“Buddhism in Manipur and its Impact on Society.” The eighth chapter —
“Buddhism in Mizoram and its Impact on Society.” In the last there is
conclusion and Bibliography.

Contents

1. Buddhism in sikkim and its impact on society 2. Buddhism in Assam and
its impact on society 3. Buddhism in Arunachal Pradesh and its impact on
society 104-130 4. Buddhism in Meghalaya and its impact on society 5.
Buddhism in Tripura and its impact on society 6. Buddhism in Nagaland and
its impact on society 7. Buddhism in Manipur and its impact on society 8.
Buddhism in Mizoram and its impact on society. Conclusion and Bibliography.

SHIRAZINEJAD (Ameneh)

Phronesis, Moral Creativity and Women in The Therigatha and Their-
Apadana.

Supervisor: Dr. K.N. Tiwari

Th 27870

Abstract

The Therigatha and Theri-Apadana, significant parts of the Khuddaka Nikaya
within the Pali canon, offer profound insights into the lives of early Buddhist
nuns. The Therigatha, often translated as "Verses of the Elder Nuns® (Pali:
theri = elder [feminine noun] + gatha = verse), is celebrated for its religious
depth and literary elegance. As the first collection of women's poetry in both
Indian and world literature, it stands out not only for its age but also as a
foundational work of Indian poetry and a unique contribution to global
literary heritage. The Apadana, meanwhile, delves into the notion of "glorious
achievement™ and the consequential outcomes of karmic actions, with its
name in the Pali canon suggesting “cutting” or ‘reaping—a metaphor for
‘reaping what one sows. Notably, the text highlights 40 women who are
portrayed not just as historical figures but as personifications of meritorious



13.

14.

57

deeds. The Therigatha and Theri-Apadana not only recount decisions made
in various life aspects but also illustrate the path to awakening for
contemporary practitioners, regardless of gender. This research contributes
to the reevaluation of the roles of women in in the THERIGATHA and THERI-
APADANA, focusing on their ethical and spiritual development. In the midst
of these narratives of Buddhist women renunciation and spiritual awakening,
we find a bridge to Aristotle’s ancient Western philosophy, where the pursuit
of virtue through practical wisdom, or phronésis, resonates with the essence
of moral creativity. Phronésis, or Aristotle’s notion of practical wisdom, is the
dynamic application of understanding virtue. It requires one to navigate and
decide on the appropriate course of action in specific circumstances artfully,

masterfully, and gracefully.
Contents

1. Introduction 2. One: Women in buddhism 3. The therigatha 4. Their-
apadana 5. Aristotle ethics theory and moral creativity. Conclusion.
Bibliography. Appendix.
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SONU KUMAR

Evolving Ethical Paradigms and Moral Values in Ancient India: A
Historical Study.

Supervisor: Prof. Indra Narain Singh

Th 27375
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Abstract

Abstract The study titled "Evolving Ethical Paradigms and Moral Values in
Ancient India: A Historical Study" aims to explore the multifaceted evolution
of ethical and moral philosophies that shaped the ancient Indian civilization.
Through a meticulous historical analysis, the thesis investigates the complex
interplay of religious, philosophical, and political influences that contributed
to the ethical frameworks and values of ancient India. The research is
structured into six comprehensive chapters, each delving into different
aspects of the subject matter. Chapter 1: Introduction The introductory
chapter sets the stage by outlining the scope, objectives, and significance of
the study. The chapter also discusses the methodological approaches and
sources utilized, including textual analysis of ancient scriptures, historical
records, and secondary literature. Chapter 2: Theoretical Underpinnings of
Ethics and Values This chapter also discusses the role of dharma (duty) and
karma (action) as central tenets in the ethical discourse of ancient India.
Chapter 3: Ethics and Values in Ancient Sanatan Tradition The chapter also
considers the influence of major deities and the concept of divine justice in
shaping ethical norms. Chapter 4: Ethics and Morality in Ancient Nastika
Tradition This chapter explores the moral values and ethical principles
espoused by these traditions, highlighting their contributions to the broader
ethical discourse in ancient India. Special attention is given to the concepts
of non-violence, asceticism, and skepticism. Chapter 5: Ethics and Morality
in Statecraft The chapter also discusses the role of kingship and the moral
responsibilities of rulers in maintaining social order and harmony. Chapter 6:
Conclusion The chapter also identifies areas for further research and the
potential implications of the study for understanding the historical
development of ethics and morality.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Theoretical underpinnings of ethics and values 3. Ethics
and morality in ancient sanatan knowledge tradition 4. Ethics and morality
in ancient nastika tradition 5. Ethics and morality in statecraft 6. Conclusion
and Bibliography.
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